
 

SOLIDARITY WITH REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS 

We are Portuguese or Portuguese descendant’s citizens and we call for greater solidarity 

with refugee or migrant populations. 

We are all migrants or migrants’ daughters and sons. We have a recent history of exile and 

clandestinity due to Salazar's fascist-inspired dictatorial regime, and we have also been 

forced to emigrate as a result of unworthy economic conditions. 

We have been welcomed in several countries of Europe and of the world, and together with 

other migrants of various origins, we contribute to the development of these territories as 

well as to Portugal. 

We do not forget our past and we identify with those fleeing misery, climate change, 

totalitarian and discriminatory regimes (xenophobic, racist, misogynist, and homophobic) or 

war. 

We are seriously concerned about the spread of the ideas and rhetoric of the far right in 

Europe and in the United States to the so-called "traditional" parties of the right and the left 

and with the rise of parties or movements of nature or of ultra-conservative, nationalist, and 

fascist inspiration in countries like Italy, Hungary, Austria, Finland, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Belgium 

or Poland. 

We note, with deep concern, the normalization of a public discourse that rejects and 

marginalizes, and that uses the old tactic of "scapegoat", that contributes to the 

desensitization of citizens over the fate of these unprotected populations. 

Clear and courageous political governance is needed to consistently addresses the real 

causes of discontent in more or less vulnerable sectors open to populist elements: more 

investment and ambition in education; support for a fair, dynamic and job-creating 

economy; the promotion of social mobility and the fight against inequalities; support for 

greater participation and valorization of women in the labor market, particularly among the 

refugee and migrant population. 

We vehemently repudiate all anti-refugee or anti-migrant actions, including the recent 

events of separation the children from the parents at the US border with Mexico, the refusal 

to host the Aquarius rescue ship of the NGO SOS Méditerranée, and that of Lifeline, by 



several European countries or the discriminatory censuses to expel the Roma population in 

Italy. 

We salute all those who, individually or collectively, especially in the voluntary sector, are 

involved in the support and defense of refugees and migrants, especially when they are, in 

several states. members of the European Union accused of offence of solidarity. 

Several decades after the death of Bertolt Brecht, we can still say: The belly is still fertile that 

gave birth to the vile beast. We therefore call for global solidarity with refugees and 

migrants, and for continued resistance to this growing movement of intolerance. 

Solidarity with refugees and migrants! 


